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Sharon Hoffer 

Kristie Smith 

Luella Stevick 

Jill Isaacson 

Liliauna Specht 

Amber Moore 

Kristie Urness 

Kristen Johnston 

Emma Wilcox 
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Bob Briggs 

Peggy Rothchild 

Nolan Keller 

Lynda Bertsch 

Mike Monson 

Pastor Beyersdorf 

Destany Eversmann 

Philip Bromley 

www.minotstmarks.com, stmarks@srt.com, 701-839-4663, also on Facebook, Remind, and Instagram 

     Read Luke 5:1-11. In our reading, we encounter St. Peter working diligently in his earthly calling. He explains to Christ that he 

has worked patiently through the entire night. Although he has caught nothing, he does not give up the difficult vocation of fishing to 

seek something more rewarding. Instead, we find him the next morning washing his nets with his partners and preparing to try 

again. 

Every Christian will work diligently and untiringly. He will not leave his chosen vocation without real cause, recalling the words of 

St. Paul: “So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God” (1 Corinthians 7:24). This is not, 

however, a distinguishing mark of the Christian, since unbelievers can also pursue a vocation with dedication and endurance. In 

some cases, a non-Christian may even surpass a Christian in his devotion to his work. 

How, then, does the Christian show himself to be such by his earthly work? The first thing we notice from Peter’s example is 

that, although he was very industrious, he laid his net aside and carefully listened to Jesus as soon as He began to preach. Moreover, 

he permitted Jesus to use his boat as a pulpit when the people on the shore crowded Him from all sides. Finally, when Jesus called 

him to be a fisher of men, Peter immediately “left everything and followed Him” (Luke 5:11). 

In the midst of his earthly work, a Christian shows that it is not the principal activity of his life. Indeed, he places his heavenly 

calling above his earthly one. He seeks first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. He does not let his bodily work be a hin-

drance in caring for his soul. He would rather interrupt his bodily support than be without nourishment for his soul from the precious 

Word of God. 

Our text tells us even more about Peter. When he let down his net and caught such a great number of fish that the net tore, he 

did not in any way attribute the success to himself, his diligence, his wisdom, or his worthiness. Instead, “he fell down at Jesus’ 

knees, saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord’” (Luke 5:8). He regarded his great success as a blessing of Christ alone 

that he did not earn. Here we see the second way a person reveals in his earthly work that he is a Christian. He does not believe that 

he can preserve himself by his work, his diligence, and his wisdom, but only by awaiting his daily bread from God’s faithfulness. He 

does not lose heart if his work proves fruitless, but instead places his reliance upon God. If his work is crowned with success, he re-

ceives it as a gift of grace from his heavenly Father. He does not bind himself to earthly things, but separates himself from them that 

he might be drawn to Christ all the more.  

There is one more way in which Peter demonstrated in his work that he was a Christian. When Jesus had stopped speaking, “He 

said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch’” (Luke 5:4). Jesus’ command was completely contrary to 

the rules of fishing and Peter’s own experience. The best fishing is not in the depths of the open sea but close to the shore; it is also 

not during the day but at night. How does Peter respond? “And Simon answered, ‘Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But 

at Your word I will let down the nets’” (Luke 5:5). This is how all Christians work. They are motivated by God’s command, because 

His Word says, “By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread” (Genesis 3:19). Christians therefore daily say, in the conviction of 

their heart, “But at Your word I will let down the nets.” 

 

And gently grant Thy blessing / That we may do Thy will, /  No more Thy ways transgressing, /  Our proper task fulfill /  

With Peter’s full assurance / /Let down our nets again. / Success will crown endurance / If faithful we remain. Amen. (TLH 544:5) 

      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            In the peace of Christ,  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Pastor Philip Beyersdorf 
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Laura & Don Malchose 

Merle & Ethel Peterson 

Dave & June Rothchild 

Larry & Deb O’Connell 

Joey & Traci Specht 

Dawn & Jade Bergeron 

Nathan & Kristen Johnston 

Darren & Amy Armstrong 

Bill & Glenna Thomas 

Great Is Thy  

Faithfulness 

 

 

 

The Quarterly Voters’ Meeting will be held on 

Sunday, April, 26,  in the Fellowship Hall.  Please 

join us as we conduct the business of worship, 

building and grounds, and events. All members 

are welcome to attend and if you wish to become 

a voting member please contact an elder or 

pastor before a meeting.  

 

  

The Church Council is in need of two people for 

the offices of Vice President and Secretary. 

Please prayerfully consider serving. Contact 

Jacob Merck with any questions you may have. 
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Monica Cresap 

Janelle Verhey 

Florence Herslip 

Ruby Feland 

Kirk Bachmeier 

Leightyn Lee 

Kohen Lee 

Jeffrey Verhey 

Pastor Beyersdorf 

Sandra Sitch 

Rev. Bertsch 

Monte Reiner 

Mike Gessner 

Brenda Snodgrass 

Philip Bromley 

Ed Hauf 

Shelley larson 

Chandler Braaten 

Milbert Zastrow 

Halle Larson 

Ethel Peterson 

Jacob Merck 

Halle Larson 

Max Everett 

 

 

QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING 
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Church Council  

President— Jacob Merck 

Vice President—  

Secretary— 

Treasurer—Brad Oothoudt; Asst. Dolly Pfau 

Financial Secretary—Cathy  McDermott; Asst. Gayle Enslin 

Board of SS and Youth—Renee Johnson 

Board of Elders—Richard Hagar 

Sub-Committee of Elders:  

                 Evangelism—Sean Krill 

Board of Trustees— Brian Johnson 

Sub-Committee of Trustees:  

                                      IT Committee—Cheryl Merck 

LWML President—Dolly Pfau 

Sub-Committee of Church Council:  

                                    Stewardship—Cathy McDermott  
 

 Elders 

Chair—Richard Hagar BEU-CRE 

Sean Krill  AAA-BET   Rev. Arie Bertsch CRI –FISK   

Greg Anderson FISL-GRO  Clayton Guffey  GRU-ISA   

Mike Enslin  ISE-KRI  Steve Erdman KRO-MUE Jacob Merck MUF-RIC  

Joey Specht  RICD-SWE Brad Oothoudt SWI-ZZZ      

Trustees 

Chair—Brian Johnson 

 Mike Enslin      Todd King   Cheryl Merck    Chandler Braaten   Les King   

Youth Director—Virginia Braaten  

Date of  
Divine Service 

Communion  
Elder 

Communion  
Setup 

 

New Members  

Mike & Brenda Snodgrass 

 

 

 

July 5 Richard Hagar Mike Enslin 

July 12 Mike Enslin Peggy Rothchild 

July 19 Joey Specht Penny Wahus 

July 26 Greg Anderson Cathie Wasser 

Serving us at St. Mark’s in July 

 Main Street Living  Media Ministry 

“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally-produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led 

by participating pastors of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30-

minute Lutheran Hour program (normally “This Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season specials). 

Programs are broadcast starting at 10:00 am Central Time / 9:00 am Mountain time on the following 

WDAY XTRA Channels: Minot/Williston KMCY Xtra Channel 14.3 

July 5:  Rev. Sam Pitsch, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Moorhead, MN, presents the message: “Rest for Your Souls" 

based on Matthew 11:29. This Is the Life program: “Dream of His Own”  - A father and son are at odds when their 

construction company will evict an Indian family. 

July 12:  Vicar J. Blaise Longhurst, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Moorhead, MN, presents the message: "Planting the 

Seeds of Faith" based on Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23. This Is the Life program: "Will to Live”  -  A man leaves a large portion of 

his money to the church and hospital, then has his will contested by relatives. 

July 19:  Rev. Chris Waldvogel, Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND, presents the message: "Sowing Good Seed 

for the Final Harvest" based on Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43. This Is the Life program: “Interlude”- A husband and wife 

struggle with marital issues. 

July 26:  Rev. James Neubauer, St. John Lutheran Church, Park Rapids, MN, presents the message: "Treasured Pearl" 

based on Matthew 13:44-52. This Is the Life program: “Man in the Middle”-Two Men are left with a “secret” when one tells 

he has terminal cancer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“First be reconciled to your brother,  

and then come and offer your gift.”  

Matthew 5:24 

Our giving to the Lord’s work is part of our Christian life. 

He wants us to walk in His ways in all we do. He wants 

our hearts united to His. It’s not only our gift the Lord 

wants – it is our very selves, in all we think, say and do. 

We are called to serve Christ and Christ alone, and it is 

such a blessing that we can live in a country where we 

have the freedom to do so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The actions of the LWML ND District Convention in June brought 

with it plenty of talk about the new list of mission grants and the cost 

of funding them for the 2026-2028 biennium. It seems like a good  

time to review the history and purpose of the mighty mites of LWML 

and those cute little mite boxes.  
 

The word mite means a very small contribution or amount of money. 

The idea for the Mite Box was inspired by the Bible story we all know 

well in Mark 12:41-44. The widow gave her only two mites as an 

offering, two copper coins worth less than a penny. The offering was 

small but mighty, for she gave all she had. In the late 1800’s ladies 

started putting pennies or mites into little mite boxes to help support 

various women’s missions. The little mite box, sometimes called the 

blessing box, mission box, or thank-offering box, began supporting 

mighty things.  
 

In 1942, Lutheran Women’s Missionary League officially began and 

adopted the mite box as a way to fund the missions of LWML. It was 

decided that 25% of all mite contributions would go to the national 

organization and the other 75% would stay at the district level. In 

1953 at the LWML national convention, the delegates reaffirmed that 

raising funds for LWML missions would be only through voluntary 

offerings such as with the use of the mite box. 
 

Today, the 25%/75% rule still applies. Your mites are hard at work 

every time you make a mite offering at an LWML meeting, a monthly 

circle meeting, at a zone rally, and at district or national 

convention. All the while we humbly remember it is the love for 

our Lord and His people that motivates us into action and it is 

through the strength received from Christ and the inspiration of 

the Holy Spirit that we carry out His work.  

Join us as we celebrate 70 years of God's  

faithfulness at St. Mark's Lutheran Church! 

We invite all current and former members, friends, 

family, and community members to gather with us for 

a special 70th anniversary celebration as we reflect on 

our rich history, give thanks for our many blessings, 

and look forward to the future God has planned for our 

congregation. 

Date: August 2, 2026 

Time: 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Location: St. Mark's Lutheran Church 

Following the conclusion of our 9:30 a.m. Divine 

Service, we will enjoy an afternoon of fellowship, food, 

and fun for all ages. Activities will include: 

• Inflatable attractions for children 

• Yard games and family-friendly activities 

• Grilled hamburgers and hot dogs 

• Fellowship with members past and present 

Opportunities to share memories and celebrate our 

church's history 

To help make this celebration special, we ask at-

tendees to bring a side dish, salad, or dessert to share 

for our potluck meal. 

Whether you have been a member for decades or are 

new to our church family, we hope you will join us as 

we celebrate 70 years of ministry, service, and commu-

nity at St. Mark's Lutheran Church. 

We look forward to celebrating with you! 

Financials for  
January—May 2026 

(Compared to January – May 2025) 
 
 

Income $132,992.90* 

Expenses $135,535.25 

Net Income -$2,542.35 

*Includes $12,224.00 offerings for Building Fund in May 

THANK YOU for your generous giving as faithful stew-
ards. 


